Each discipline has its own specific vocabulary, text types, and ways of communicating. Children begin
learning these context- and content-specific differences early in life and continue through high school
and beyond. While gardening, small children observe and learn the form and function of a root, stem,
leaf and soil; or measure, mix and blend while baking a cake. School offers all students opportunities to
develop the ability to, for example, think like a scientist, write like a historian, critique like an artist,
problem-solve like an auto mechanic, or analyze technological advances like a health care technician. As
literacy skills develop, educators gradually shift the responsibility for discipline-specific reading, writing,
listening, speaking and critical thinking to students through guided supports in both individual and
collaborative learning experiences.



